
Table A-72.  Female graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in all institutions,
by detailed field, citizenship, and racial/ethnic background of U.S. citizens: 1997
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Racial/ethnic background of U.S. citizens

Non-U.S.
Field Total Black American Asian/ White citizens

non- Indian/ Pacific Hispanic non- Other or
Hispanic Alaskan Islander Hispanic unknown

Native

..................................Total, all surveyed fields 222,683 14,423 1,078 13,206 9,595 142,727 10,957 30,697

............Total, science and engineering fields 162,029 11,019 795 10,309 7,292 96,483 7,863 28,268

.............................................Sciences, total 143,314 10,104 737 8,518 6,652 88,217 6,994 22,092

..............................Physical sciences, total 8,851 444 24 593 284 4,178 312 3,016
................................................Astronomy 208 5 1 17 2 137 7 39

.................................................Chemistry 6,728 348 20 477 236 3,221 236 2,190
.....................................................Physics 1,744 71 3 86 40 717 64 763

..........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 171 20 0 13 6 103 5 24

...............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 5,457 101 35 164 167 4,073 198 719
..............................Atmospheric sciences 263 4 1 20 3 117 20 98

............................................Geosciences 2,311 20 17 48 60 1,784 92 290
.........................................Oceanography 1,043 15 8 25 56 755 20 164

...........Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 1,840 62 9 71 48 1,417 66 167

...............................Mathematical sciences 5,884 309 14 428 170 3,047 210 1,706

....................................Computer sciences 9,877 535 17 1,652 210 3,141 650 3,672

..................................Agricultural sciences 4,533 124 28 138 158 3,106 158 821

............................Biological sciences, total 28,622 1,388 107 2,308 1,083 17,545 1,040 5,151
...................................................Anatomy 514 24 2 55 7 331 12 83

............................................Biochemistry 2,171 63 8 260 76 1,087 85 592
.....................................................Biology 7,273 483 30 473 367 4,569 367 984

.............................Biometry/epidemiology 1,781 104 7 200 97 1,044 73 256
................................................Biophysics 216 7 1 21 4 126 12 45

......................................................Botany 1,119 56 3 37 19 693 25 286
..............................................Cell biology 1,890 56 7 164 54 1,169 51 389

....................................................Ecology 792 6 6 26 20 644 28 62
..........................Entomology/parasitology 410 8 0 17 16 271 13 85

...................................................Genetics 959 24 5 66 25 639 21 179
...........Microbio., immunology, & virology 2,423 122 5 257 101 1,411 68 459

....................................................Nutrition 3,412 158 11 209 119 2,154 69 692
.................................................Pathology 832 30 3 86 25 531 32 125

..........................................Pharmacology 1,220 73 2 129 42 681 27 266
................................................Physiology 934 71 4 119 32 495 44 169

....................................................Zoology 756 9 2 22 13 616 17 77
...................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 1,920 94 11 167 66 1,084 96 402

................................................Psychology 37,643 2,733 222 1,386 2,224 27,399 2,423 1,256

.................................Social sciences, total 42,447 4,470 290 1,849 2,356 25,728 2,003 5,751
.............................Agricultural economics 688 36 3 22 21 315 17 274

...............Anthropology (cultural & social) 4,500 175 59 162 195 3,363 172 374
...............Economics (except agricultural) 3,506 127 8 201 91 1,350 87 1,642

...............................................Geography 1,625 36 5 61 31 1,230 65 197
................................................Linguistics 1,974 30 4 142 106 966 103 623

.......................................Political science 15,384 2,254 86 652 1,039 9,230 768 1,355
.................................................Sociology 5,831 669 50 259 364 3,704 197 588

............................Sociology/anthropology 571 67 4 12 27 370 42 49
..............................Social sciences, other 8,368 1,076 71 338 482 5,200 552 649

.........................................Engineering, total 18,715 915 58 1,791 640 8,266 869 6,176
..............................Aerospace engineering 371 7 0 16 8 183 13 144
.............................Agricultural engineering 218 7 2 15 5 81 18 90
.............................Biomedical engineering 826 49 1 85 17 472 22 180

................................Chemical engineering 1,709 86 8 151 37 736 54 637
........................................Civil engineering 4,159 144 17 289 206 2,310 146 1,047

................................Electrical engineering 4,459 193 7 695 122 1,161 277 2,004
..................................Engineering science 278 8 1 45 9 142 4 69

............Industrial eng./manufacturing eng. 2,610 217 6 175 115 1,401 123 573
.............................Mechanical engineering 1,779 104 8 143 62 762 87 613

.......................Metallurgical/materials eng. 1,094 43 2 77 34 484 44 410
...................................Nuclear engineering 143 9 1 12 6 71 1 43

.....................................Engineering, other 1,069 48 5 88 19 463 80 366

See explanatory information, if any, and SOURCE at end of table.
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.........................................Total, health fields 60,654 3,404 283 2,897 2,303 46,244 3,094 2,429
................................................Clinical fields 2,011 130 13 182 66 1,321 167 132

...........................................Dental sciences 541 12 1 73 22 298 9 126
........................................................Nursing 24,647 1,451 131 900 814 19,638 1,309 404

.............................Pharmaceutical sciences 1,525 92 1 132 97 599 61 543
.......Preventive medicine/community health 5,993 562 28 638 377 3,678 289 421

........................Speech pathology/audiology 12,245 514 46 204 388 10,289 535 269
.....................................Veterinary sciences 589 25 6 14 13 414 4 113

........................................Other health fields 13,103 618 57 754 526 10,007 720 421

NOTE: For 1991 and earlier years, permanent residents were included under "non-U.S. citizens." Beginning in 1992, permanent residents 
were included with U.S. citizens. 

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/SRS, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering


